[bookmark: _gg89x98shbk6]Summer Research Apprenticeship Proposal Overview
Your project proposal should be uploaded as one PDF document to the WiSH application, collaboratively prepared by you and your mentor(s). 
The document must follow the formatting guidelines: a maximum of four double-spaced pages, 11pt font minimum, and 1-inch margins. References (if required) do not count toward the page total.
Your proposal must contain the following elements:
[bookmark: _qb7hjn5hc326]1. Title
· A clear and concise title that reflects the research focus.
[bookmark: _px9747smutmt]2. Objective / Abstract
· Include a brief summary of the broader research project.
· Your mentor should comment on the significance of the research project in the field.
· It may be drafted by the faculty mentor, but you should understand the content.
[bookmark: _iir3ywldjiij]3. Previous Research Experience
· Summarize relevant academic, volunteer, or work-based research experience, if any.
· Please note that the Apprenticeship is designed to support introductory experiences in research; therefore, no research experience is needed. 
· Include classroom activities (e.g., Biology 152), independent/directed studies, or other research-related roles.
· If this apprenticeship experience will be directly related to research work you have already completed, please make that clear in this section. The review committee will prioritize applications in which it is clear the student is learning new skills and acquiring new knowledge.
· TIP: Explicitly note how your proposed summer experience would meaningfully differ from the work you have previously done. 
[bookmark: _fbs3m421cvwt]4. Proposed Duties of the Student Apprentice
· Outline of your proposed tasks, responsibilities, and contributions.
· Highlight the skills to be developed and how they connect to the research.
· Provide a timeline or structure of activities across the summer.
· Drafted collaboratively by you and your mentor.
[bookmark: _9ios61hfc7o0]5. Mentor Engagement
· Detail the frequency and format of meetings to be held between you and your mentor(s).
· Emphasize regular, consistent mentorship sessions to support progress.
· Provide a detailed description of the role the mentor will play in facilitating a meaningful experience for you as an apprentice. You may consider the following: 
· Describe how your mentor will outline your responsibilities and set clear expectations at the project's start (e.g., team roles, timelines, deliverables).
· Discuss how your mentor will help you strengthen core research skills, including critical thinking, problem-solving, and designing independent investigations.
· Highlight opportunities to engage with other researchers, lab members, or interdisciplinary teams to expand your professional network and gain new perspectives.
· Mention how you'll be introduced to broader aspects of the field through readings, seminars, or ongoing lab discussions.
· Detail how your mentor will support your development in academic and professional writing, such as drafting research reports, conducting literature reviews, or participating in grant writing.
· Explain how your mentor will empower you to handle research challenges, make decisions, and grow into a more independent and confident researcher.
[bookmark: _w365ngjiw31f]6. Personal Statement (500 words max)
· Write a narrative on your personal goals and expected learning outcomes. You may consider including information about the following:
· Your motivation and interest in the topic
· The connection between the research and your goals
· Specific skills you hope to learn
· The impact on your personal growth

