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1. Decide on a research area  
a. If you are not sure what research area interests you, then start by doing a general review of faculty research in the academic department in which you are majoring. 
b. Don’t be afraid to think broadly and explore research outside your academic department, too!
2. Search campus websites to identify faculty working in your area of interest.
a.  Search through academic program listings, department web sites, student job sites, and undergraduate research databases if they are available.
b. You may also consider using resources like the UW Madison Experts Database or the Discovery Portal.
3. Talk to people.
a.  Talk to friends who are already doing research to get their advice about potential mentors. 
b. You may want to discuss this with your academic advisor or a professor or TA in one of your courses. Often they can give you ideas about faculty who are working within your area of interest.
4. Generate a ranked list of potential mentors.
a.  Identify at least one thing about each person’s research that is interesting to you and that you would like to know more about.
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